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Dudley MBC General Risk Assessment Record

	Directorate
	Children’s Services

	Division
	Family Solutions

	Assessment Reference Number
	
	Revision Number
	2

	Date of Assessment
	09.05.2022

	Description of Task/Activity/Premises assessed
	Pirate Ship Soft Play / Mezzanine / Sycamore Adventure Centre

	People considered by this assessment
	Employees / Volunteers
	X
	Women of child bearing age
	X

	
	Young Persons/Children
	X
	Contractors
	

	
	Visitors (invited)
	x
	Members of Public
	X

	
	Others (Specify below)
	
	
	

	
	

	Benefit of Activity
	· Activity to engage early years children and guardians

· Physical activity 

· Sensory stimulation

· Imaginary play / deep play / locomotive play / exploratory play

· Experience of height 

· Access to acceptable risks with specific learning outcomes (EG using stairs)

· Development of children: social / physical / intellectual / creative / emotional 

· Child / guardian activity

· Indoor activity to combat child inactivity in cold

	Reference No of Linked Assessments
	

	Lead Assessor
	Ella Blewitt

	Assessors signature
	e.blewitt

	Others involved in the assessment
	Infamous Community Arts / Will Gannicifft / staff and volunteers / Kate Rafferty

	Manager
	Amanda Grove

	Manager’s Signature
	A Grove

	Date for review
	08.05.2023
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	No
	Hazard
	Hazard/Risk Description
	Existing Control Measures
	Residual Risk

(L)(M)(H)
	Further Action Required

	1
	Use of pirate ship
	· Inappropriate use of ship

· Overloading the capacity
	· Terms of use developed through risk assessment

· All bullet points displayed at entrance of ship in large font and shared with staff team to observe and enforce during play sessions:

1. 0-7 year olds only (SEND use can vary as agreed by staff) 
2. Parents and carers welcome, (adults mind your head!)
3. Parent / carer supervision required throughout

4. No shoes – socks must be worn for hygiene reasons

5. No climbing up the slide, walls and barriers

6. No food or drink

7. Maximum capacity 20
	L
	

	2
	Exterior of boat

	· Splinters 
· Finger traps

· Children climbing structure and falling

· Adults bumping heads on door frames
	· Technical timber used (wisa ply, exterior quality wood)
· Inspected for finger traps / non present

· Designed to avoid external climbing / limited footholds present. 

· Supervised when in use. 

· Signage to warn adults about child size design of equipment

· Observations have found no major cause for concern. 

· Daily checks held / quarterly in-depth checks held / annual ROSPA inspection
	L
	

	3
	Cabin area / stairs / Perspex windows

	· Finger traps
· Sharp Perspex window cutting child

· Falling on stairs

· Fingers being stepped on
	· Inspected for finger traps
· Windows are contained within frame. Checked daily to ensure that they are not damaged / cracked.

· Stairs designed with corner platform to avoid top to bottom falls. 

· Stairs designed for toddler use – smaller steps used

· Netting installed to avoid falling off stairs. Checked daily by staff. 

· Maximum capacity in place to avoid mass use of stairs, reducing risk of fingers being stepped on.

· Safety matts added to cabin to absorb impact of any falls and reduce risk of slips (installed March 2019)

· Observations have found no major cause for concern. 

· No shoe policy to avoid injury
	L
	

	4
	Top deck / railing / ventilation
	· Falling from height – railings being climbed / damaged and falling
· Bumping head on ventilation

· Falling down stairs
	· Deck has been load tested. 

· Barriers developed to prevent accidental falls. These are high to ensure safety of parent and child. 
· Designed to avoid internal climbing / limited footholds present. 
· Supervision in place to ensure children are not climbing on barriers. 

· Sturdiness of barriers checked daily by staff. 

· Signage in place to warn adults of low hanging objects.

· Risk of head injury at top of stairs has been mitigated against by installing padding. 

· Barrier surrounding stair hatch to avoid accidental falls.

· Stairs designed with corner platform to avoid top to bottom falls. 

· Capacity levels displayed to reduce accidental pushes on top deck. 

· Caution tape installed to highlight any low hanging items (March 2019).

· Observations have found no major cause for concern. 

· Parent supervision and play worker supervision in place when in use
	L
	

	5
	Slide 

	· Fall from height
· Overloaded 

· Collisions due to children climbing up slide
	· Netting used to encase slide to eradicate risk of falls. Included on daily checks.
· Slide is aimed at under 8’s but load tested to enable use from parent carer. Included on daily checks.
· Signage in place to avoid collision due to climbing of slide

· There were initial problems with the slide run off. Slide raised and additional padding installed at base of slide to reduce risk of injury at exit of slide. Installed April 2019 - monitor. 

· Observations have found no major cause for concern. 

· Adult supervision of equipment whenever in use. 
	L
	

	6
	Soft play stern of boat

	· Injury due to punch bags being swung on
· Collision of children in space

· Children climbing structure and falling

· Damage to material causing cuts / grazes.


	· Load tested mountings used
· Velcro fastenings which will come loose if excessive weight is encountered. 

· Maximum capacity in place to avoid collisions

· Adult supervision in place throughout periods of use

· Designed to avoid external climbing / limited footholds present. 
· Regular inspection of material and repairs arranged where damage is found.

· Observations have found no major cause for concern. 

· Padded flooring to break impact of any fall
	L
	

	7

	Fire 
	· Fire risk to children / parent / staff health
	· Maximum capacity developed to consider safe evacuation from equipment

· No smoking throughout building

· Two exit points from main cabin

· Low level barrier on stern to enable assisted evacuation in event of a fire in the cabin. Step ladders stored at front of boat to assist evacuation of children.
· Observations have found no major cause for concern. 

· Fire retardant vinyl used. 
	M
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	Hazard No.
	Further Actions Required
	Planned

Completion Date
	Date Completed

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	The above actions have been agreed as reasonably practicable steps to reduce risk

Manager's Signature: ________________________________________ Date:_____________

	The actions referred to above have been completed.

Manager's Signature: ________________________________________ Date:_____________


Hazard Identification Prompt Sheet

This must be used as a prompt for identifying hazards and must not be considered as a comprehensive list of all hazards that may be present.

	
	Hazard Type
	Details

	Machinery
	Crushing
	

	
	Cutting / Shearing
	

	
	Entanglement
	

	
	Drawing-in / Trapping
	

	
	Impact
	

	
	Stabbing
	

	
	Abrasion
	

	
	High Pressure
	

	
	Radiation
	

	
	Electricity
	

	Workpractice
	Highly repetitive actions
	

	
	Stressful postures
	

	
	Lifting / Handling
	

	
	Mental Overload / Stress
	

	
	Visual fatigue
	

	
	Inadequate rest breaks
	

	Substances
	Toxic substances (fluids/gas/mist/fumes/dust)
	

	
	Corrosive substances
	

	
	Irritant/Harmful substances
	

	
	Flammable substances
	

	
	Explosive substances
	

	
	Biological hazards
	

	
	Substances harmful to environment
	

	Environment
	Hot or cold surface(s)
	

	
	Hot or cold ambient temperatures
	

	
	Poor ventilation/Risk of O2 depletion
	

	
	Confined or limited spaces
	

	
	Significant noise
	

	
	Significant vibration
	

	
	Poor lighting
	

	
	Work heights that present risks
	

	
	Slips / Trips
	

	
	Vehicles
	

	Human Factors
	Inconsistent application of rules
	

	
	Low levels of supervision/monitoring
	

	
	Poor communication
	

	
	Poor information
	

	
	Lack of knowledge
	

	
	Poor training
	

	
	Lack of experience
	



