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Dudley MBC General Risk Assessment Record

	Directorate
	Children’s Services

	Division
	Family Solutions

	Assessment Reference Number
	
	Revision Number
	2

	Date of Assessment
	16.05.2022

	Description of Task/Activity/Premises assessed
	Gardening

	People considered by this assessment
	Employees / Volunteers
	X
	Women of child bearing age
	X

	
	Young Persons/Children
	X
	Contractors
	 X

	
	Visitors (invited)
	X
	Members of Public
	X

	
	Others (Specify below)
	
	
	

	
	

	Benefit of Activity
	1. Sharing skills with children and young people regarding growing things 

2. Learning to use tools safely

3. Learning about healthy eating & encouraging healthy eating practices. 

4. Gardening requires good communication skills, negotiation skills and teamwork. 

5. Children learn the risks associated with gardening and how to mitigate against these risks.

6. For many children, gardening will be a new, exciting and rewarding experience. 
7. Physical activity
8. Gardening will encourage specific play types, (eg. locomotive, dramatic play).

9. Each child can have a role in the gardening, ensuring that all are able to make a positive contribution. 

10. Gardening is part of everybody’s history and culture and by providing this experience, we are continuing tradition. 
11. This experience will help to build self-belief, sense of achievement and confidence.

	Reference No of Linked Assessments
	

	Lead Assessor
	Ella Blewitt

	Assessors signature
	e.blewitt

	Others involved in the assessment
	

	Manager
	Amanda Grove

	Manager’s Signature
	A Grove

	Date for review
	15.05.2023


Dudley MBC General Risk Assessment Record

	Assessment Ref:  
	Page   1  of
	Manager: Ella Blewitt

	Date of Assessment: 16.05.2022
	Revision No: 2
	Managers Signature: e.blewitt


	No
	Hazard
	Hazard/Risk Description
	Existing Control Measures
	Residual Risk

(L)(M)(H)
	Further Action Required

	1
	Trip Hazard
	· Trip hazards enabling child to fall. 
	· Select appropriate area to hold gardening session
· Ensure that the area selected is free of trip hazards and has been ground checked prior to commencing.

· Ensure that a first aid kit and first aider is present

	M
	Dynamic risk assessment

	2
	Dangers associated with activity
	
	· Ensure children are aware of activity at hand, potential risks and hazards. Conduct safety talk covering risks highlighted in risk assessment.
· Strong staff ratio required for gardening to ensure appropriate supervision is in place
	M
	Dynamic risk assessment

	3
	Injury to staff or children
	· Children carrying items inappropriately and/or falling onto tools.

· Children hurting other children through inappropriate carrying of tools. 

· Sharp items kept in lock up.
· Children stepping on tools in gardening area.
	· Cover this in safety talk; discuss appropriate method for carrying tools and being aware of others around them. 

· Supervision required for selecting and carrying tools. All tools to be counted out to ensure staff are aware of what needs returning afterwards. 

· Green lock up only to be opened to get tools. As soon as this is done, the unit needs to be securely locked. Not to be accessed by children. Adults to enter lock up and hand out tools. 

· Find appropriate safe area to store tools at designated gardening area. 

· Appropriate supervision levels to be in place.

First aid kit in place.
	M
	Dynamic risk assessment
Staff to remain vigilant

	4
	Tools
	· Children injuring themselves on tools. 
· Children injuring other children with tools
	· Unused tools to be kept in the designated safety area.

· Staff show children how to use tool in question and ensure they are aware of safety requirements. 

· Small groups to ensure appropriate supervision.

· Tools to be counted back in at the lock up. Only adults to access lock ups.

· Gardening area to be checked to ensure it is left safe and clear.
	M
	Dynamic risk assessment

	5
	Weather
	· 
Overheating / sun burn.
· Exhaustion
	· Provide children with regular breaks and shelter in hot weather.

· Staff to keep an eye out for children getting exhausted. 

· PPE available where necessary (gardening gloves, if required, steel toe cap boots).
· First aid kit present.
· Staff to plan in advance and avoid all extreme or dangerous weather conditions
	M
	Dynamic risk assessment

	6
	
	
	
	
	

	Individual equipment risk assessment

	No
	Hazard
	Hazard/Risk Description
	Existing Control Measures
	Residual Risk

(L)(M)(H)
	Further Action Required

	7. 
	
	
	 
	
	

	8


	
	
	
	
	 

	9
	
	
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	 
	
	

	11
	
	
	 
	
	

	12
	
	
	
	
	

	13
	
	 
	
	
	

	14
	
	
	
	
	

	15
	
	
	
	
	

	16
	
	
	
	
	

	17 
	
	
	 
	
	

	18
	
	
	
	
	

	19
	
	 
	 
	
	

	20
	
	 
	 
	
	

	21
	
	
	 
	
	

	22
	
	
	 
	
	

	23
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	Hazard No.
	Further Actions Required
	Planned

Completion Date
	Date Completed

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	The above actions have been agreed as reasonably practicable steps to reduce risk

Manager's Signature: ________________________________________ Date:_____________

	The actions referred to above have been completed.

Manager's Signature: ________________________________________ Date:_____________


Hazard Identification Prompt Sheet

This must be used as a prompt for identifying hazards and must not be considered as a comprehensive list of all hazards that may be present.

	
	Hazard Type
	Details

	Machinery
	Crushing
	

	
	Cutting / Shearing
	

	
	Entanglement
	

	
	Drawing-in / Trapping
	

	
	Impact
	

	
	Stabbing
	

	
	Abrasion
	

	
	High Pressure
	

	
	Radiation
	

	
	Electricity
	

	Workpractice
	Highly repetitive actions
	

	
	Stressful postures
	

	
	Lifting / Handling
	

	
	Mental Overload / Stress
	

	
	Visual fatigue
	

	
	Inadequate rest breaks
	

	Substances
	Toxic substances (fluids/gas/mist/fumes/dust)
	

	
	Corrosive substances
	

	
	Irritant/Harmful substances
	

	
	Flammable substances
	

	
	Explosive substances
	

	
	Biological hazards
	

	
	Substances harmful to environment
	

	Environment
	Hot or cold surface(s)
	

	
	Hot or cold ambient temperatures
	

	
	Poor ventilation/Risk of O2 depletion
	

	
	Confined or limited spaces
	

	
	Significant noise
	

	
	Significant vibration
	

	
	Poor lighting
	

	
	Work heights that present risks
	

	
	Slips / Trips
	

	
	Vehicles
	

	Human Factors
	Inconsistent application of rules
	

	
	Low levels of supervision/monitoring
	

	
	Poor communication
	

	
	Poor information
	

	
	Lack of knowledge
	

	
	Poor training
	

	
	Lack of experience
	



